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Radio Address to the Nation on Memorial Day

May 25, 1992

For many, Memorial Day signals sum-
mer’s arrival. Families will pull out the pic-
nic baskets and charcoal grills and head for
the beach or the park. But more impor-
tantly, Memorial Day is one of our Nation’s
most solemn observances.

On this sacred day, we honor those Amer-
icans who died fighting for freedom. We
pause to remember, to think about the
meaning of the loss of brave men and
women who did not return from the battle.
And in cemeteries all across this great land,
people will place flags or lay bouquets on
quiet graves “where valor proudly sleeps.”

On this day, we must tell the stories of
those who fought and died in freedom’s
cause. We must tell their stories because
those who've lost loved ones need to know
that a grateful Nation will always remember.
We must tell their stories so that our chil-
dren and grandchildren will understand
what our lives might have been like had
it not been for their sacrifice. The thou-
sands of us who fought alongside brave
friends who fell will never hear “Taps”
played without remembering them, nor will
their families and friends.

So, let us remember the cause for which
these Americans fought and the freedom
and peace bought with their life’s blood,

and let us pass along to a new generation
the awesome accounts of honor and cour-
age. On Wednesday at the Naval Academy’s
commencement, I will talk about how the
great victory of freedom in the world is a
vindication of the American ideal. And I will
remind those graduates that democracy is
not our creation; it is our inheritance.

These reminders are important, for as
someone said, “Memory performs the im-
possible for man, holds together past and
present.” So then, we who are left must
nurture the sacred memories of those who
paid the ultimate price. And we must let
their sacrifices give meaning and purpose
to our Nation’s future. Because they fought,
we have freedoms many all too often take
for granted. And because of their sacrifice,
our children can sleep soundly without the
threat of nuclear war hanging over their
heads.

May God bless the families of all whom
we honor. And may God bless the United
States of America.

Note: This address was recorded at 8:05
a.m. on May 21 in the Cabinet Room at
the White House for broadcast after 9 a.m.
on May 25.

Presidential Determination No. 92-27—Memorandum Certifying
Ethiopia for United States Assistance

May 26, 1992

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: Determination and Certification
Under Section 8 of the Horn of Africa
Recovery and Food Security Act: Ethiopia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
by section 8 of the Horn of Africa Recovery
and Food Security Act (Public Law 102—
274; 106 Stat. 115), I hereby determine and
certify that the Government of Ethiopia:

(1) has begun to implement peace agree-

ments and national reconciliation agree-
ments;

(2) has demonstrated a commitment to
human rights within the meaning of sections
116 and 502B of the Foreign Assistance Act
of 1961;

(3) has manifested a commitment to de-
mocracy, has established a timetable for
free and fair elections, and has agreed to
implement the results of those elections;
and

819



May 27 / Administration of George Bush, 1992

(4) has agreed to distribute developmental
assistance on the basis of need without re-
gard to political affiliation, geographic loca-
tion, or the ethnic, tribal, or religious iden-
tity of the recipient.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination and certification to the
Congress and to publish it in the Federal
Register.

GEORGE BusHu

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 11:54 a.m., June 10, 1992]

Note: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on May
27.

Presidential Determination No. 92-28—Memorandum on Arms

Exports to the Comoros

MMO%J&QP}%T the Secretary of State

Subject: Eligibility of the Comoros to be
Furnished Defense Articles and Services
Under the Foreign Assistance Act and the
Arms Export Control Act

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
by section 503(a) of the Foreign Assistance
Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C.
2311(a)), and section 3(a)(1) of the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2753(a)(1)),
I hereby find and determine that the fur-
nishing of defense articles and services to
the Government of the Comoros will

strengthen the security of the United States
and promote world peace.

You are authorized and directed to report
this determination to the Congress and to
publish it in the Federal Register.

GEORGE BusH

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, 11:55 a.m., June 10, 1992]

Note: This memorandum was released by
the Office of the Press Secretary on May
27.

Remarks at the United States Naval Academy Commencement

Ceremony in Annapolis, Maryland

May 27, 1992

Thank you, Mr. Secretary, and thank all
of you. Thank you, Larry Garrett. Please
be seated. And may I salute our great CNO,
Admiral Kelso, who’s with us today, and our
Superintendent, Admiral Lynch, the several
Members of the United States Congress
that are here today. I want to single out
the Navy band, thank the Academy band;
and Captain Bill Hines, the Senior Chap-
lain; and Midshipmen First Class Joe
Lienert and Melissa Miceli for leading us
in the national anthem. Officers, members
of the faculty, friends, parents, the brigade,
and of course, the class of 1992. As I said
that, the sun came out. [Laughter] Now,
thank you for this warm welcome. Let me
add a special salute to an honorary class-
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mate of the class of 92, Midshipman Rob
Boehning, a model of courage to his class-
mates.

Now, the real reason I came here today:
I just wanted to salute the class that finally
captured the Army mules. And to show you
that I took Larry Garrett’s remarks to heart,
I will now tell you my favorite Billy Graham
story about the guy, the graduation speaker,
goes on and on and on. A guy sitting over
here picks up the gavel, heaves it at him,
misses, hits a woman in the front row. And
she said, “Hit me again. I can still hear
him.” [Laughter] Look what you're in for.
[Laughter] No, they’re double-spaced.

As President, I've made it my mission to
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